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SABBATH SCHOOL CONCERT. 


It was not expected that this Concert would be approved without 
éxamination, or observed without conviction of its propriety; nor 
was it anticipated, that of all measures of benevolence, it alone 
would escape opposition. It is perhaps best that innovations should 
have enemies to encounter, and be obliged to demonstrate their 
claim to adoption. Opposition arouses attention ; and what discus- 
‘sion has shown to be right, we support with more spirit, than what 
has approved itself to our judgment on its first proposal. 

most formidable foe to the “New Monthly Concert,” that 
lias yet appeared, is the Christian Spectator. While we fear a 
strong antagonist, we love a fair one.—An antagonist both strong 
and fair is usually found in this publication. The motives which 
dictated the article against the Concert, we have no right to im- 
peach; nor would we question, that it was upon mature refiec~ 
tion, that a writer, so much the friend of ‘due consideration” him- 
self, took up the pen against us. We expected and found some 
candor of discussion; but found it unhappily besprinkled with a 
little unseasonable ridicule. Letting that pass, however, we will 
examine the wriler’s objection, and endeavour to explain, what the 
Spectator appears to have mistaken,—the aim of the Concert. 

It seems to be supposed by this writer, that the Sunday School 
Union has made a solemn call on the whole Christian world to join 
them inthis Concert. He has not found this call on the face of the 
record ; his fear for the ‘‘old concert,’’ has travelled for it into 
the region of his imagination. The Concert does not, as he suppo- 
ses, exhort all Christians to assemble every month, to pray for ‘‘One 
Hundred Thousand Teachers;’’ it calls upoh one hundred thousand 
teachers, to assemble once a month, to pray for Eleven Hundred 
Thousand children—nay, FOR THE WHOLE RISING GENERATION! 

Another object of this monthly assembling, is to give opportuni- 
ty for the communication of intelligence respecting Sunday Schools, 
—-for animating and brotherly conversation,—and for the submis- 
sion of ‘hints’ for improving the institution. It has never been sup! 
posed that the Christian community would universally observe this 
Concert ; but, as the Bible Society rejoices to see at its splendid 
anniversary, crowds which do not militate immediately in its wing 
of the great army, the Sunday School will be happy to recognize, 
at its humble Concert, the smiling countenances of a few of its 
friends. 

Bat, says the Spectator, granting the proposed Concert to be ia 
itself a good thing, other isiportant objects equally require a simi- 
lar institution, and thus ‘ monthly concerts thicken upon vs, till they 
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outnumber the feasts and fasts of the Romish Church, and we need 
our rosaries to keep our reckoning.” And suppose every distinct 
association, aiming in its own way to increase the sum of human 
happiness, should establish for itself a monthly concert, we know 
not why any one should murmur, or how any harm would be done. 
It is fit that those who are laboring together for the promotion of 
one common object, should put up in concert, their prayers for its 
advancement. The great work of benevolence will never be ac- 
complished, if one part of the field employ all the laborers ; and 
surely it is reasonable, that the greatest share of our solicitude and 
attention be given to that part in which inclination or circumstance 
has called us to toil. Every Christian has his station in some divi- 
sion of the great army of Immanuel : success depends upon the vig- 
or with which each point of the enemy’s forces is pressed ; and, 
while every one should be anxious for the whole army ,—on the alac- 
rity and heartiness with which every individual enters into his im- 
mediate duty, is suspended the issue of the conilict. 

Social and concert prayer was not recommended by Christ, be- 
cause more acceptable to him, than prayer, solitary, and not in con- 
cert; bat because better fitted to quicken the affections and increase 
the activity of his disciples. _ Whenever God has condescended to 
prescribe the mode of serving him, he has accommodated the direc- 
tion to the nature of our minds. To those engaged in the same enter- 
prize, concert is the inspiring soul. It strengthens the bond of un- 
ion, and animates to active zeal, every member of the brotherhood. 
We are social beings ; and to our own circle of acquaintances, we 
naturally, and with propriety, feel a stronger attachment, than to all 
the world besides. Although we should, in our prayers, and perhaps 
in our charities, embrace all mankind, yet, to the sphere in which 
we are called to move, it is both right and proper that we devote 
the largest portion of our time, our charities, and our prayers. The 
man who casts not of his substance into the Lord’s treasury, is an 
infidel : “che who provides not for his own household, is worse than 
an infidel.” 

We love not that narrowness which induces one to look upon his 
own little sphere as the whole world, and we heartily join the Spec- 
tator in condemning it. Providence has made us laborers in the 
Sunday School. . Our hearts, we confess, are engaged for it, chiefly. 
We owe to it, we think, our most ardent prayers and most energet- 
ic exertions: Nor can we consider our devotion as indicative of 
narrowness. That attachment to our particular department, which 
shuts the heart to all others, and that catholicism, which, while it is 
lavish of its good wishes for the general weal, is efficient no where, 
are equally contemptible, and equally unworthy of Christians. Let 
** the smith, then, encourage the carpenter,”’ but let both smith and 
carpenter attend chiefly to his own business. 

The Concert for Missions, will, we think, lese none of its sacred- 
ness, by the Sunday School Concert: Nor would it, in our opinion, 
he injured by the establishment of a concert for every distinct ob- 


ject of benevolence. On the contrary, the good cause would be 


yreatly promoted by them. The Sunday School, however, we look 
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upon as having peculiar claims. Its laborers are, by their office, 
necessarily much together. They have a familiarity of intercourse, 
perhaps greater than the members of any other association. Their 
designs are the same. They are witnesses of one another’s labors 
and trials ; and that school, we think, can scarcely flourish, of which 
the teachers do not assemble once in a whole month, to pray togeth- 
er for themselves, and fhe objects of their common solicitude. We 
may conclude, then, that in every Sunday School, one evening in 
every month, either is, or ought to be, spent by the teachers in lay- 
ing their charge before God, and encouraging one another to dili- 
gence and perseverance. Who can blame us for wishing that this 
evening might be the same in all Sunday Schools—that the prayers 
of all who are engaged in this goodly work, might go up together to 
the throne of heaven ? Concert brings home to our hearts, our re- 
lation to brethren in labor, divided from us by leagues of land and 
sea ; and we are almost tempted to think the cloud of incense more 
grateful to our Heavenly Father, sweetened as it is by the fragrance 


of brotherly love. 
<F— 


EXTRACT FROM THE TEACHERS’ GUIDE. 


Consider to what indefinite lengths your usefulness may extend. 

Where you design only the improvement of individuals, God 
through those individuals, may make you the instruments of bless- 
ing multitudes. Where you intend only to produce private worth, 
God may employ your zeal to form public excellences. You may 
be the means of cherishing and developing intellectual energies, 
which shall one day be of the greatest benefit to the civil interests 
of society. And what is more important, you may be imparting the 
first rudiments of that knowledge and piety, which in their maturity 
may be employed by God in the service pf the sanctuary. Minis- 
ters are already preaching that gospel to others which they them- 
selves first learnt in a Sunday School; and missionaries are arresting 
the savages of the desert with the sweet wonders of that cross, which 
was first displayed to their own view by the efforts of a faithful 
teacher. Such instances, in all probability, will occur again, and 
are fairly within the scope of your ambition. In such a case, who 
can trace the progression of your usefulness, or tell into how wide 
a stream it shall expand, as it rolls forward in a course never to be 
arrested but by the sound of that trumpet which proclaims that time 
shall be no more ! 


Think upon the shortness of the time during which the children can 
enjoy your care. 

In a few, a very few years at mést, they will all be gone beyond 
your instruction. Every Sabbath almost, some are leaving the 
school and retiring, it is to be feared in many cases, beyond the sound 
of pious admonition, for ever. Beyond the age of fifteen or sixteen, 
few remain to enjoy the privileges of the school; and but few, com- 
paratively, remain so long. Could we even protract the period of 
childhood, and lengthen the term during which they consider them- 
selves as beneath our care; could we in every instance be convin- 
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ced that when they leave our schools, they still continue to enjoy 
the means of religious culture, even in this case there would be no 
ground for a relaxation of your diligence; the value of the soul, and 
the importance of its salvation, would demand your utmost exertjon. 
But this is not the case. In a year or two you must give them up, 
and to what! To the violence of their own corruptions,—to the 
strength of their own passions,—to the pollution of bad company, 
without perhaps a friend to watch over them, or a single guide to di- 
rect them. With the school, many of them take leave of th > sanc- 
tuary; and when they cease to hear the voice of the teacher, listen 
no more to the joyful sound from the lips of the preacher. Whats 
motive to diligence ! Can you be insensible to its force? Can you 
read this simple statement and not feel every dormant energy stir- 
ring within you? Can you peruse another line, and not resolve by 
the help of God to renew your efforts ? Do you not feel the blush of 
shame for past indifference diffusing itself this moment over your 
countenance ? By all that is dear and invaluable in the eternal in- 
terest of the children; by the shortness of the time during which 
those interests will be under your care, I conjure you to be diligent 
to the very last effort of ycur soul. 


—<LF— 


“Tue influence of Sabbath Schools is seen in a country noted for 
its rebellion. In the counties of Antrim, Armagh, and Londonder- 
ry, in Ireland, the number of children educated in Sabbath Schools 
is to the whole population as 1 to 12. These are peaceable and 

uiet counties. Inthe county of Limerick the proportion of Sab- 
bath School children is to the whole population as 1 to 977! This 
county is but too well known for its atrocities and murders. Says 
an Irish gentleman—‘:There have above 150,000 children, and 
7,000 adults, entered the schools of the Hibernian Society since its 
formation—and I have never heard of one scholar, who has been 
educated by us, being arraigned for any crime.” A parallel is not 
to be found on the record of any institution.” 

*¢Morrison and Mitvne, those industrious missionaries to China, 
who have translated the Bible into the Chinese language—the mere 
acquisition of which was thought, but recently, to be the employ- 
ment of a long life—are indebted to Sabbath Schools for the princi- 
ples which have made them the instruments of so much good.” 

“The British and Foreign Bible Society, that parent of all Bible 
Societies, and Sun of the moral system, which is diffusing light, life, 
and peace, amid the darkness and desolations which cover the earth, 
is the legitimate offspring of Sabbath Schools ; and while that insti- 
tution shall last, a stupendous monument of the nation’s charity— 
Sabbath Schools will not want a record of their achievements, nor 
a claim upon public favor and support.” 


en al 


SABBATH SCHOOL REPORTS. 


Tue semi-annual examination of the Union Sabbath School of 
Utica was held on the evening of the 5th instant. A great number 
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of people attended, and the exercises were highly interesting. The 
Superintendent of the female department reperted that the chil- 
dren under her care were still making a happy leprovemest in 
the knowl of divine things. One of their number had been 
called away by death ; and, it was humbly trusted, she was prepared 
for heaven. The average number of scholars during the last six 
months has been 122. Number of scripture verses recited, 30,563 ; 
scripture questions, 13,742. The school was then examined on 
their studies. 

The Superintendent of the male department next reported. He 
dwelt upon the influence of the Sabbath School on the morals of the 
young: Sunday scholars, after having learned to reverence the 
aws of God, are not found to violate the less rigorous laws of man. 
The average attendance of scholars has been 140—of teachers, 
26. Number of verses recited, since the Jast report, 23,474—~scrip- 
ture questions answered, 24,300. Number recited during the past 
year, in this department of the school, 224,731. The scholars were 
then examined upon their studies. 

An address, prepared for the occasion, was spoken to the audi- 
ence and the school, by one of the scholars. A sermon of about 
six minutes long, was preached te the children from this text— 
“« Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My Father, thou art the 
guide of my youth?” A collection was also taken up, amounting 
to about twenty-eight dollars. 


coe 


We have received from a correspondent, on account of the Sab- 
bath School in Galway,"Saratoga county, in which is related the in- 
teresting fact, of the conversion of one of its teachers. This school, 
it appears, has derived much benefit from being under the pastoral 
care of Rev. Mr. Nott, author of the “sermons for children.” He 
took, in a measure, the direction of the school. He selected all 
the lessons which were to be committed, and made them the sub- 
ject of his morning service on the sabbath. These lessons were 
some of the most important parts of scripture, and usually contained 
from twelve to fifteen verses. This course had a very happy ef- 
fect upon the school. It assisted the teachers, and made their 
employment interesting. It instructed the children, and engaged 
their attention. It was also the means of exciting in the whole 
church, an interest in the institution. Small Jessons were given, 
because experience had taught them the uoprofitableness of large 
ones. The number of scholars has been ninety,—thirty boys, and 
sixty girls; of teachers, eight male, and fifteen female. 





We attended on the 14th ultimo, the examination of the Whites- 
borough Sabbath School. The exercises were very interesting, 
and highly evinced the prosperity of the institution. The average 
number of scholars during the past season, has been one hundred, 
and the teachers, we understand, have been well devoted to the 
cause, 
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From the Sunday School Teachers’ Magazine. 
QUESTIONS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN.—Continued. 


I told you how our Lord died upon the 
cross, and now I will tell you what 
happened afterwards There was 
a good man named Joseph; and he 
took the body of Jesus down from 
the cross of wood, and buried him 
in a place dug out of a rock; (not 
covering him over with earth as we 
bury people, but just laid him in,) 
and rolled a great stone to the door 
to keep it close, and there the body 
of the Lord Jesus lay three days. 
And there were a great many sol- 
diers set there to watch. And now 
if Jesus Christ had lain in that grave 
for ever, what would have become 
of us! Then we should have nobody 
to stand before God up in heaven, 
and beg for us; and what should we 
have done! But those wicked men 
could not keep him dead ; they kil- 
led him to be sure, because he came 
to die for sinners, on purpose ; bu: 
now listen : He was put in the grave 
on Friday, and on Sunday morning 
early, before the sun rose, there 
Was a earthquake; and the 
angel of the Lord came down from 
the sky, and rolled away the grea: 
stone from the door, and Jesus our 
Lord came out alive; so he rose 
from the dead on the third day ; he 
left the grave, and went to heaven ; 
and there he is at God’s right hand, 
praying for his own people that love 
him, and ready to take them to live 
with him, when they die. 

Now you must tell me a little about 
what I have been telling you. 

What was that good man’s name who 
took our Lord down from the cross? 

What did he do with him when he took 
him down? 

What did he put against the door of 
the place in the rock ? 

How long did Jesus lay there ? 

Was any one set to watch it? 

On what day did he die? 

And on what day did he come to life 

in? 

So there were three days; Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. 

If Jesus could get up from the grave 
whenever he pleased, how came he 
to let these wicked men kill him ? 

How did he get out of the grave? 

Who rolled away the stone ? 

What time in the morning was it? 





Don’t you know the hymn for Sunday 


“morning ? It begins so— 


‘*This is the day that Jesus rose 


“So early from the dead, 


‘And should I keep my eyelids closed, 


And waste my time in bed ?” 


Some people think they may lay in bed 


Sunday morning, because they have 
no work to do—they’ll get up early 
to do their own work but not te 
serve God and think of him. 


Do you remember to get up early and 


say over that little hymn to yourself 
and make haste to school to hear 
more about Jesus who rose so early 
from the dead. 


Before Jesus Christ went to heaven 


he staid a little while in the world, 
forty days, telling his people what 
they must do when he was gone; 
and then, he took some of the peo- 
ple that loved him to a hill, and told 
them they must go and tell every 
body, how much he loved them and 
how he died for them; and that if 
they would love him, and mind him, 
they should not go to hell, but come 
and live with him in heaven. And 
then he went up into the sky, till 
the clouds hid him from their sight, 
and they could not see him any 
more. But two beautiful angels 
dressed in white, came and said to 
them, “Why do you stand gazing 
and looking up into heaven, as if 
you would never see Jesus again?” 
And then they told him that that 
same Jesus would come again at the 
last day, in the clouds, and take all 
that love him, to live with him, and 
send the bad people and bad chil- 
ren that would not hear about him, 
nor care for him, to live with the 
devil in fire for ever. 


So now we must take care to love him 


and mind him, and when he comes 
in the clouds, he will take us for his 
own children, and we shall be with 
the angels, and never die any more, 
nor be sick, nor hurt, nor sorry, nor 
bad; and there will be no darkness, 
nor night, but beautiful light all the 
time, brighter than the sunshine ; 
and our fathers and mothers and 
brothers afid sisters that have loved 
Jesus Christ and been good, shall be 
there too, and We shall all be happy 
together. 
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AN AFFECTING NARRATIVE. 


Two little boys, decently clothed, the eldest appearing about 
thirteen, and the youngest eleven, called at the Lodging House for 
Vagrants in Warrington, Eng. for a night’s lodging ; the keeper of 
the house, very properly, took them to the Vagrant Office to be ex- 
amimed ; arid, if proper objects, to be relieved. The account they 
gave of themselves was extremely affecting ; and no doubt was en- 
tertained of its truth. It appeared, that but a few weeks had elap- 
sed since these poor little wanderers had resided with their parents 
in London. The typhus fever, however, in one day, carried off 
both father and mother, leaving them orphans, in a wide world, 
without a home and without friends! Immediately after the last 
mournful tribute had been paid to their parents’ memory, having an 
uncle in Liverpool—poor and destitute as they were, they resolved 
to go and throw themselves upon his protection. Tired therefore, 
and faint, they arrived in this town on their way. Two bundles 
contained their little all. In the youngest boy’s was found, neatly 
covered and carefully preserved, a Bible. The keeper of the lod- 
ging house, addressing the little boy, said, ‘You have neither mon- 
ey nor meat, will you sell me this Bible ? I will give five shilli 
for it.” ‘*No!’’ exclaimed he, (the tears rolling down his youthful 
cheek.) “I'll starve first.” He then said, “There are plenty of 
books to be bought besides this; why do you love the Bible so 
much?” He replied, ‘No book has stood my friend so much as 


my Bible.” ‘Why, what has your Bible done for you?” said he. 
He answered, -‘‘when I was a little boy, about seven years of age, I 
became a Sunday Scholar, in London : through the kind attention of 
my master, I soon learnt to read my Bible ; a Bible, young as I 


was, soon showed me that I was a sinner, a great one too ; it 
also pointed me to a Saviour ; and I thank God that I have found 
mercy at the hand of Christ, and am not ashamed to confess him 
before the worldg-—To try bim still further, six shillings was then 
offered him for his Bible. “No,” said he, “for it has been my 
support all the way from London: hungry and weary, often have I 
sat down by the way’side to read my Bible, and have found refresh- 
ment from it.”” Thus did he experience the consolations of the 
Psalmist, when he said, ‘‘ [n the multitude of the sorrows that I had 
in my heart, thy comforts have refreshed my soul.”” He was then 
asked—* What will you do, when you get to Liverpool, should your 
uncle refuse to take youin?” His reply may excite a blush in 
many established Christians. ‘“‘ My Bible tells me,” said he, “‘ When 
my father and mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me up.’’ 
The man could go no further, tears choaked his utterance, and they 
both wept together. They had in their pockets, tickets, rewards 
for their good conduct, from the school to which they belonged, and 
thankfulness and humility were visible in all their deportment. At 
night these two little orphans, bending their knees by the side of 
their bed, committed themselves to the care of their heavenly Fa- 
ther—to Him whose ears are ever open to the prayers of the poor 
destitute ; and to Him who has said, ‘* Call upon me in the day of 
trouble: 1 will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.” The 
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next morning these refreshed little wanderers arose early, addressed 

themselves to their Maker and set out for the town of Liverpool ; 

and, may He who hears the ravens when they cry, hear and answer 

their petitions, guide them through time, and bless them in eternity. 
=—o<— 

‘a aschool, are two master sweeps; one Sabbath a deputy teach- 
er not proceeding im the usual manner, the sweep did not séem easy. 
“Why,” said the teacher, “\you surely wish to learn im the best 
way?” ‘yes, that | do,” was answered with eagerness; “then I 
hope you have found benefit in this school?” “1 have indeed, sir; 
when first | came bere, | was a poor ignorant creature, but now, I 
hope, I have got a little light.” ‘Then I suppose you pray at 
home?” “Yes, sir, that I do, every day, and some blessed times we 
have of it, my mother and me, for she too, has begun to seck the 
Lord.” ‘Does your wife join with you? ‘She did not like it at 
first, but now she begins to find it good, and I hope she will be 
brought into the way. There is my brother there (meaning the 
other sweep) he beats me in reading, but he seems inclined to lag 
in religion, and I have to give him a push now and then: I often take 
him to the prayer meeting.’”” This man has been in the School a 
considerable time and walks circumspectly, adorning the Gospel. 

[ Hist. of Adult Schools 
Bom 

Asourt three years since, we received a boy who had been dis- 
missed for sume misdemeanor from another school. Being of a 
stubborn disposition and violent temper, we had little hope of suc- 
cess; he however remained with us a year, but being guilty of im- 
pve conduct, left us. Having made some good resolutions as to 

is future behaviour, he returned some months after, but soon trans- 
gressed and again left us. At a subsequent period he again returned, 
but it was only to confirm the opinion that on him our labor was 
spent in vain. The same cause obliged him agaiff to leave us, nor 
was he ever after near the school, except to abuse the teachers, as 
they conducted the scholars to church. From this time he contin- 
ued to increase in wickednes, until about six months since, when the 
Lord was pleased to meet him in mercy and turn his wandering feet. 
From the extreme of wickedness, which at times almost brought his 
parents to the resolution of casting him off for ever, he has become a 
comfort and consolation to them, is a meek and humble follower of 
the Redeemer, and an ornament to the church of which he is a 
member. [V. Y.S. S. U. 8th Rep. 

' —@ Gen 

Tue Superintendent of a Sunday School in Hertfordshire, a short 
time since, in addressing the children of his charge, said, here are 
about a hundred children, and were | to inquire of either ef you 
the way toany part of Cheshunt, you would no doubt be able to tell 
me, but my dear children, if [ should inquire of you the way to 
heaven, what answer would you give mc?—He paused. Whena lit- 
tle girl climbing upon the form, with a most interesting look, said, 
“Jesus Christ, sir, is rue way.” 





